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Note: In years where these parshiot are read separately, all classes do the Lashon HaRa
lesson (listed as 4th grade) the second week, and 4th grade does the lesson on Kehuna (in
simplified form) the first week.
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I am a Cohen
[originally written for a children's magazine

and appears in the book "Mikdasheich Tuv", pp. 57-60]

Shalom.  I am a Cohen, but if you look for me in the Beit Ha-Mikdash, it is also certain
that  you  will  not  find  me.   You  think  my  entire  life  is  issues  concerning  the  Beit  Ha-
Mikdash  and  sacrifices?   You  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  I  am  only  in  the  Beit  Ha-
Mikdash two weeks a year, because we are divided into twenty-four groups called
"mishmarot," and it is also crowded on the holidays with many Cohanim serving.  You
will obviously ask what I do all year long.  I am something like a teacher.

*
We were once reprimanded by one of the prophets.  He was exasperated that there were
Cohanim  who  were  like  robots  performing  the  sacrifices  and  who  did  not  relate  to  the
Beit Ha-Mikdah and other holy acts and objects with "cherdat kodesh – trembling of
holiness."  We were very distressed, but we "profited" by receiving a job description:
"For the Cohain's lips should guard knowledge, and they should seek Torah at his mouth,
for he is a messenger of Hashem of legions" (2:7).  The prophet's name is Malachi, but he
did not invent anything, he only reminded us of the words of Moshe Rabbenu which we
forgot:  "They  shall  teach  your  statues  to  Yaakov  and  Your  Torah  to  Israel"  (Devarim
33:10).

*
That is it, I am a teacher.  Not just a teacher like in school, but I am capable of being a
supreme teacher, like an angel.  Not an official teacher, but a personal, intimate teacher.
Not a teacher with a fixed position, but a "traveling" teacher.  But the two weeks that I
spend in  the  Temple,  they  are  the  heart  of  my time.   You know that  there  are  different
levels in the Temple: The Temple Mount, the courtyards, the Holy, the Holy of Holies.
And what is in the Holy of Holies?  The Torah.  I am full of Torah, full of the word of
Hashem and I bring it to others.  What do you think?  How can I give it to others if I do
not possess it myself?

*
Understand me.  We, the Cohanim, are not an isolated and separated group.  We are with
you.  We are connected and attached to you.  All of the effort we exert in life is for you.
You have certainly heard about out elder, Aharon Ha-Cohain, of whom it is said:
"Aharon shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the Breastplate of Judgement on his
heart when he enters the Holy, as a constant remembrance before Hashem" (Shemot
28:29).  The entire Nation of Israel is on his heart.

*



I have nothing.  I do not have fields.  I do not have vineyards.  I do not have factories.
Everything I have is for the Nation of Israel.  But I do not worry.  I know that any place I
go, I will receive my needs for a modest life from a cheerful face.  And you also do not
need to worry that perhaps "you will be embarrassed" that you spend your entire lives
involved with physical work.  You know that there are religious people who are against
building the Land, agriculture and the army.  They fear that the profane will swallow up
the holy.  I am not afraid, just the opposite, I think that it is impossible to build a state
with half of one's energy.  But what about fearing the profane?  On account of this, I exist
and am traveling among you.  I am an "angel" who travels among the living.  My world is
not outside of life or after life.  It is even forbidden for me to come in contact with the
dead,  I  am  among  the  living.   I  am  not  a  Cohen  who  is  closed-off,  but  a  Cohen  who
travels around.

*
Every place I go, everyone excitedly brings me from his fruits, this one brings oranges
and this one brings bananas for my children.  I do not force anyone, just the opposite,
everyone happily gives me.  I am also happy to give them what I have.  Over the course
of a few weeks I soak up incredible holiness in the Beit Ha-Mikdash, and pass it out all
year long, in an endless number of personal conversations with everyone.  There are also
sometimes complex questions in life, and there is someone with whom to take counsel.  It
is true that there are judges and sages for this purpose, but it sometimes preferable to
have a Cohen.  I did not invent this idea.  It is explicitly written that if you are in doubt
about something: "You shall go to the Cohanim, the Levi'im and the judges who will be
in those days" (Devarim 17:9).

*
I will  now reveal a secret  to you, the entire truth.   Everything I  do for you is because I
love  you.   Yes,  I  love  you,  I  love  all  of  you.   When I  bless  you,  I  do  not  simply  say  a
blessing, but I say: "Who has made us holy with the holiness of Aharon, and has
commanded us to bless His Nation Israel with love."  This is the holiness of Aharon:
"Loving peace and pursuing peace, loving people and bringing them closer to the Torah"
(Pirkei Avot 1:12).
Translated  by Rabbi Mordechai Friedfertig www.ateret.org.il/new/home.php

http://www.ateret.org.il/new/home.php
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The Laws of "Spiritual" Nature Explain Tum'as Leidah
Rabbi Yissocher Frand
----------------------------------------------------
    Parshas Tariza contains the law of Tum'as Leidah [impurity after childbirth].  After
giving birth to a male child, a new mother is Tameh [impure] for seven days.  However,
after giving birth to a female child, a new mother is Tameh for fourteen days.
    This is difficult to understand.  One would think that after such a blessed event, which
the parents have been longing for, the Torah would not want the mother to become
Tameh.  On the contrary, Tumah [impurity] is usually associated with some type of
negative  experience -- death, tzara'as (leprosy), etc.  What is this concept that at the time
of this joyous event of birth, the mother becomes tameh?
    Additionally, it is perhaps even more difficult to understand this halacha because it
seems chauvinistic.  When a woman gives birth to a male, she is tameh for only seven
days, but when she gives birth to a female, she is more tameh -- she's impure for fourteen
days.
    All the expositors of the Chumash try to explain this matter of theTorah imposing a
Tum'ah immediately after the birth…
    There is an…interpretation that can be said based on a teaching of the Kotzker Rebbe,
zt"l:
    When Chava, the first mother had her son, Kayin, she gave him that name because she
said "Kanisi ish, es Hashem" [Bereshis 4:1] which literally means "I have acquired a man
with G-d".  Some however say that the word "Kanisi", does not come from the word
"kinyan" meaning acquisition; but rather it has the same interpretation as in the
expression "Koneh Shamayim v'Aretz" (Creator of the Heaven and Earth), meaning "to
create".
    Therefore, by saying "Kanisi ish, es Hashem," Chava was saying that when I had this
baby I created a human being.  I have gone from the role of someone who was created to
the role of someone who is herself a Creator.  Therefore it is "es Hashem" -- I am a
partner, as it were, with G-d.
    Chazal say that a person has three partners in his creation – his father, his mother, and
G-d.  Chava was affirming this statement by saying "I have created a person together
with G-d". What we have here is a situation where a person comes as close to being a
Creator as humanly possible.  When a woman is pregnant for nine months and then gives
birth to a human being, at that moment she is a facsimile of a Ribbono shel Olam.



    Therefore, during pregnancy and child birth, a woman is on a very high level.  And
after child birth?  She is no longer pregnant.  She is no longer a Creator.  She is just a
regular human being.
    The Kotzker says that we have a rule in the laws of Tumah and Tahara:  Tumah comes
when there is a removal of holiness.  When there is a level of kedusha and that kedusha is
removed, in its place -- to fill up the vacuum -- Tumah comes.
    Just as there are laws of physics and laws of nature; so too there are laws that govern
spirituality.  One of the laws of spirituality is that Tumah comes to fill the void left by the
removal of the presence of Kedusha.
    While a person is alive and vital, the person has Kedusha – the person has a Neshama
[soul]. When the person dies and the Neshama leaves, the Kedusha leaves.  The removal
of the kedusha leaves a void and in its stead comes a concept called Tumas Mes.
    Therefore, says the Kotzker, the reason a woman is Tameh after giving birth -- despite
the fact that the birth itself is a blessed event -- is because a void of Kedusha was
created.  While she was pregnant and giving birth she was at the height of human
spiritual potential -- she was a facsimile of a Creator of Worlds.  Now that she is no
longer on that level, the Kedusha has been removed.  In its place must come Tumah.
    The Or Hachayim HaKadosh says that we can now understand why there is more
Tumah after the birth of a girl than after the birth of a boy.  Not, as some would say,
because the Torah is sexist.  Not because, chas v'Shalom [Heaven forbid], the Ribbono
shel Olam is a chauvinist.  On the contrary -- the reason there is more Tumah when
a woman is pregnant with a girl is because there was then more Kedusha present. Not
only was the woman on the highest spiritual  level, because she was being a Creator, but
she was creating another  potential Creator. She was creating, of all things, a woman who
could eventually go on to Create further.  In this respect, because a woman carries and
nurtures the baby, she has a closer closeness to the Ribbono shel Olam than a man.  The
removal of a higher level of Kedusha necessitates the arrival of a higher form of Tumah
in its stead.


